
Brighton College & Career Night 
Thursday, January 21st, 6pm 

Presented by the Brighton High School Counseling Department 
**All presentations will be via Zoom.  Zoom links will be provided closer to the event** 

 
Session I: 6:00-6:15            

College & Career Kick-Off!  Please join our counselors as we review post-secondary options available to 
students and share upcoming counseling events for families. 

Session II: 6:30-7:15 pm 

Admissions process for visual art majors         

All about the SAT and ACT           

An overview of the four-year SUNY schools         

Building your future: Exploring career opportunities within the trades    

College search and application process at Brighton High School       

Consider a community college, 2+2 agreements, and transfer options     

Career exploration opportunities at BHS & beyond        

How to access support services for students with disabilities      

It’s OK not to know: The how and why and when of choosing a major     

Learn how admission offices make their decisions        

Maximizing your college visit          

Navigating college admissions & financial aid for non-US citizens      

Post-Secondary options through the US Military         

Strategies for success in selective admissions        

Session III: 7:20-8:05 pm 

All about the SAT and ACT           

An overview of the four-year SUNY schools         

Building your future: Exploring career opportunities within the trades     

Experiential learning opportunities at Eastern Monroe Career Center (EMCC)    

Consider a community college, 2+2 agreements, and transfer options     

It’s OK not to know: The how and why and when of choosing a major     

Learn how admissions offices make their decisions        

Maximizing your college visit          

Practical advice for the college bound student athlete      

Pursuing music in college, from Major to Minor        

Strategies for success in selective admissions        



Session Descriptions 

Admissions process for art majors 
Peter Byrne,   Administrative Chair for the School of Design, Rochester Institute of Technology  
All you need to know about portfolios and the admission process for students interested in visual art programs. 
 
All about the SAT and ACT 
Mike Bergin, Chariot Learning 
Standardized tests - why they matter and how you can prepare.   
 
An overview of the four-year SUNY schools 
Christie Smith, Interim Director of Admissions, SUNY Geneseo 
Become familiar with the array of opportunities within the SUNY system, how applications are reviewed, and 
how admissions decisions are made.  
 
Building your future: Exploring career opportunities within the trades 
TBD, Representatives from UNICON- Unions & Businesses United in Construction 
It’s no secret that there is an abundance of job opportunities within the skilled construction trades and a 
shortage of qualified workers.  Our region has some of the premier training programs, apprenticeships, schools 
and colleges that prepare students to join the lucrative construction industry with the skills they need to 
succeed. 
 
Career exploration opportunities at BHS & beyond 
Courtney Stern, BHS College & Career Counselor; Bradley Rickman, Exploring Executive 
Did you ever wonder what it’s really like to be a veterinarian or what it’s like to be an attorney and try a case in 
front of actual judges? Learn about the opportunities available to students at BHS through Naviance, work-
based learning and Exploring- a career-education program that allows you to learn more about a particular 
career through hands-on activities led by people out in the real world. 
 
College search and application process at Brighton High School: recommended for parents of 11th graders 
Keri Crowley & Kevin Donohue, BHS School Counselors 
You’ve decided you want to go to college- now what?!  We will walk you through the college search and 
selection timeline as well as the BHS application process. 
 
Consider a community college, 2+2 agreements, and transfer options 
Rebecca Mack, Transfer Counselor, Monroe Community College  
Understand the advantages and opportunities of attending a two-year college and learn more about the 2+2 
programs. 
 
Experiential learning opportunities at Eastern Monroe Career Center (EMCC): recommended for parents 
of 9th & 10th graders 
Lynn Buttino,  School Counselor at EMCC; Lenny Hall, Teacher at EMCC; Julie Bianchi, BHS School Social Worker  
Providing an overview of career preparation opportunities available at EMCC for 11th and 12th grade students 
while at BHS.  *Current sophomores are eligible to apply for these programs. 
 
How to access support services in college for students with disabilities 
Rebecca Arnold, Assistant Director of Admissions, Keuka College  
Learn to guide students with special needs through the college search and application process.  Understand the 
importance of matching student needs with available support services. 
 
 



 It’s OK not to know: The how and why and when of choosing a major 
Thomas Chew, Director of the Academic Success Center, SUNY College at Brockport 
The transition to college is so much more than choosing a major. Choosing a major doesn’t need to be stressful 
or a race, but it does need to be student led and thoughtful. Entering college without a major is not the end of 
the world, it’s often the best decision! This session will tackle the how and why and when of choosing a major.  
 
Learn how admissions officers make their decisions 
Matt Berry, Assitant Director of Freshman Admissions, St. John Fisher College 
Get an inside view of what admissions officers consider when reviewing applications to competitive colleges.  
Accept, wait list or deny…the parents decide! 
 
Maximizing your college visit 
Michael McGwin, Assistant Vice President for Enrollment Strategy & Operations, Nazareth College  
What should I do when I visit a college?  What are the questions I should ask?  Should I take a campus tour?  
Do I need an interview? 
 
Navigating college admissions & financial aid for non-US citizens 
Erin Slocum, Senior Counselor- International Admissions, University of Rochester 
Holly Juliano, BHS School Counselor 
Join Erin as she explains the admissions process for international students including scholarships, finances, 
visas and the TOEFL exam. *2nd session will include a Q&A with translaters available. 
 
Post-Secondary options through the US Military 
Sgt. Christopher Poles, US Army 
The US Army will share the multiple pathways for attaining a career and/or college degree through military 
experience. 
 
Practical advice for the college bound student athlete 
Steve England, Associate Head Coach- Men’s Volleyball, St. John Fisher College 
Learn about NCAA regulations, the difference between Divisions 1, 2, & 3 recruiting, financial aid, contacting 
coaches and much more! 
 
Pursuing music in college, from Major to Minor 
Matthew Ardizzone, Associate Dean of Admission and Enrollment, Eastman School of Music 
Exploring the various ways of keeping music a part of your life in college. 
 
Strategies for success in selective admissions 
Michelle Vogl, Assistant Director of Admissions, University of Rochester 
Learn about the numbers and their impact (GPA, test scores, rank, etc.). The importance of deadlines and much 
more!  
 
 
 
 


